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UK Hunters delivering biodiversity targets,
increasing connectivity and therefore
providing wildlife with the flexibility it
requires to adapt to a changing climate
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Structure

Biodiversity and climate change commitments
UK hunters — the resource
Co-ordinating hunters’ potential — Green Shoots

Examples of current and future work
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Biodiversity and climate change commitments

Framework Convention on Climate Change

eImproving
environment for
society

*Increased support
for hunting

Action by hunters for
biodiversity / climate change
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UK hunters — the resource




UK hunters — the resource

Shooting influences the management
of over two thirds of the UK

Spend £250m on conservation (€277
million)
Two million hectares are actively

managed for conservation by
shooters

Shooters spend 2.7 million work _
days on conservation - the equivalent RN AN
Of 12,000 full—time J ObS http://www.shootingfacts.co.uk/
In 2006 shooters planted eight

million trees

Working to protect and promote sporting shooting since 1908 B ASC @




Co-ordinating hunters’ potential — Green Shoots

Green Shoots - BASC’s
Biodiversity Action Plan
for the shooting community

To recognise, build upon
and co-ordinate the
shooting community’s
considerable contribution
to biodiversity
conservation
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Green Shoots local/regional projects

Grean Shoots in
P NMorthern Ireland © |

*Survey of hunters

S Graon Shum '
Green Shoots. C_hachllu

in Morth Wales )

*Targeted
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Green Shoots - definite access to land

The survey of sites BASC hunters shoot over
provided us with access to 43% the county. For each
of these sites we have a list of which of the 12 habitats
and 43 species (identified in the survey) occur there,
This database of land and wildlife is critical in planning
targeted conservation projects that actually achieve
biodiversity targets on privately owned land.

reen Shoots in This data is generated from a survey completed | Over 1,184 sq km of land was surveyed through
G by BASC members shooting in Dorset in 2006. | the project, 1,136 sq km of which is in Dorset.

Dorset Contact BASC for further detail. This is the equivalent to 43% of Dorset.
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Wildlife data from private land
Records of dormouse M'

Map showing dot distribution of habitat Map showing gensrated grid distnbution

Records of bat

Map showing dot distribution of habitat Map showing gensrated gnid distnbution

Groen Shoots in Tos dial o ppera asad WM @ sy conpkled AST M parmi
by BAST membens shooting in Dorsel n 2008 a 5
Dorset Gontact BASE For kather cets ¥ rormi, I

Grean Shoots in This diala = garcarasad e @ sy comngiled BE% of BASE i sar i Bl s 1 e
by BASC mambers shooting in Donsel in 2008 frak daia. Consequenily there arp dBS T

Dﬂﬁﬂ Coniack BASE for hrther cetsl of bt deplayed on thess mops
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Examples of current and future work

Use of the database of hunters and wildlife has allowed BASC to
bridge the gap between biodiversity plans and the management
decisions make over large areas of rural land. Above are some of
the species and habitats whose public action plans have had
significant targets achieved by hunters through Green Shoots
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Green Shoots on the Somerset Levels

AT [

~ The Somerset Levels area contams %
NaturaZOO() designations. In'the summer
months it1s of high value to breedmg blI'dS
espemally Waders and Waterfowl
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Green Shoots on the Somerset Levels




Water vole conservation
Targeted conservation action

it e T SRR R YL o

The water vole i1s the UK’s fasting declining mammal due to habitat
loss but the overriding factor 1s predation from the invasive non-native
American Mink

Working to protect and promote sporting shooting since 1908 B ASC @




Water vole conservation
Targeted eonservatlon action

The only solution is to adopt better habitat management and remove
mink so that its predation on water voles removed or reduced to an
acceptable level
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Cordon sanitaire of mink control

The Green Shoots programme has
trained a network of volunteers,
primarily hunters but also
conservation partners, to control
mink across the area shown by the ™ ="
red triangles. The programme also -
advised on habitat management.

This cordon sanitaire of control ) wm
was a key target for the UK water )
vole steering group and has been | .
achieved for only £90,000 of .
public money. Water voles are

now recolonsising areas within the 7
trapping zone.
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Site level habitat connect1v1ty pI‘OJ ects

——

Green Shoots has created many site
levels connectivity project such as thls
However do these add up to effective

mitigation of climate change through '

habitat connectivity?
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Co-ordinated connectivity projects

that they may be able to target woodland creation to link 200 ancient
woodland together, especially in the areas ringed. This co-ordinated strategy,
giving rise to better targeting of effort, will achieve biodiversity targets and
make a definitive contribution towards mitigating climate change
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Final messages

* Hunters achieve biodiversity targets and climate change
aspirations within and between the Natura2000 network of sites

Hunters are willing participants because they have access to
land, local knowledge of biodiversity, a vested interest in good
habitat and abundant wildlife

» With effective co-ordination and support they can be harnessed
to bridge the gap between a countries’ biodiversity and climate
change plans and the management that happens on the ground
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