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Fédération Régionale des Chasseurs du Languedoc 
Roussillon

Laurent COURBOIS: lcourbois@chasseurdefrance.com



Natura 2000 in Languedoc 
Roussillon ?

� 157 Natura 2000 sites

� 886 317 hectares

� 32 % of the region

� 1st region in France



Natura 2000 in Languedoc 
Roussillon ?

� 50 % of the rural municipalities counties
concerned

� At this stage, all the sites are designated

� 75 % of the management plans are written or 
upon completion
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Aigle de Bonelli Aigle royal

Alouette lulu
Busard cendré

Bruant ortolan

Circaète Jean le Blanc
Bondrée apivore



Pipit rousseline Faucon pèlerin

Grand-duc d’Europe
Oedicnème criard

Fauvette pitchou

Pie-grièche écorcheur

Engoulevent d’Europe
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Hunting and hunters in 
Languedoc - Roussillon ?

75000 hunters in 
Languedoc Roussillon

5 Local federations (11, 30, 
34, 48, 66) 

1 Regional Federation

90 employees

75 Board members





Hunting and hunters in  
Languedoc - Roussillon ?

60000 wildboars

11000 roe dears

1000 izards

1000 dears

500 mouflons (wild sheep)

200.000 partridges



Natura 2000 context in the
region

� Topdown and scientific communication strategy by 
experts and administrative authorities did not achieve all 
the expected results. 

� Incomprehension or even tension between 
� landowners, farmers, foresters, contractors, local politicians, socio-

economic stakeholders, hunters 
� and administration and environmentalists on the other side

� More than 70 court cases during the designation phase !



In 2006, the regional hunters 
federation decided to initiate

a projet of mediation

� Explain Natura 2000 objectives to the hunters 
and their federations with « our own words »

� Promote the involvement the hunting federations
and the hunters in the process

� In the management plan draftings
� In the management of the sites 



Financial support

Phase I 2006 - 2009

Financial support  of the Ministry in charge of
Environment and from the Languedoc 
Roussillon Region



Méthod

� Various international bodies, such as FAO, UNDP, USAID, and 
IDRC have developed a “participatory communication” methodology 
to facilitate the implementation of development schemes in rural
areas in developing countries

� Experimented and implemented a “participatory 
communication” concept, 

� «the hunters had to speak to the hunters with their own words and
own communication tools »



Natura 2000 sites of experiment

� Basse Plaine de l’Aude
� Étang de Mauguio

� Étangs palavasiens et 
Étang de l’Estagnol

Gorges du Tarn et de la Jonte

Capcir, 
carlos, 
Campcardos



Méthod

� organisation of local worshops with the
hunters to involve them in the management 
plans writing



Sociological surveys on hunters and
their organizations

Données socio-économiques de chaque 
société de chasse (évolution du nombre 
d’adhérents, moyenne d’âge…)



Economical surveys

Évaluation du budget moyen annuel par 
association de chasse et par chasseur sur 
le site



Surveys on the hunters involvement
in the management of the sites

Hedges, meadows, field margins, 
setasides, Invasive species, crop
dammages, dammages to natural
habitats and species, waterlands
management etc.



Cartography of the hunting
activities, game and water birds

distribution

� Cartographie sur transparents

Exemple sur l’Étang 
de Mauguio FR 



Exemple d’une 
ZICy aménagée 
en réserve par 
les chasseurs

N°2

Réserve de chasse 

Exemple d’une ZICy

Chassée

Modes de chasse :

- à la hutte ou gabion

- devant soi

- à la passée

Espèces chassées :

- oiseaux d’eau sédentaires et 
migrateurs

- oiseaux migrateurs terrestres

- petit gibier sédentaire

Exemple d’une 
zone non 
chassable

Designation by the hunters of game & 
waterbirds & hunting areas of interest
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Proposals on the

Natural Habitats and species management
Exemple d’actions proposées par les sociétés de chasse sur 
chaque site

Gestion hydraulique et amélioration de la qualité de 
l’eau

Curage de fossés et de roubines

Restauration et entretien de roselières

Actions de sensibilisation auprès du public

Réflexion globale à l’échelle du site

Création d’un GIC pour avoir un interlocuteur unique et envisager des 
actions en commun



Metodological guide publication 

� For the hunting federations: 
how to get involved and
contribute to the management 
plan

� A second guide, will
concentrate on how to involve
the hunters in the
management of the sites and
in the Natura 2000 contracts



Conferences and seminars



FRC LR applied to become a 
N2000 site manager



In Languedoc Roussillon, 4 local 
federations over 5, are actively participating

in the Natura 2000 process !

Phase Level of implication Hunting
federations

Drafting of
management
plans

Not or very little Involvement

Participation in local meetings
FDC 30

Preparation of reports Studies

Leading hunters workshops 

Undertaking of legal studies

FDC 11
FDC 34
FDC 66

Undertaking or participation in scientific
studies

Managemement
of Natura 2000 

sites

Undertaking of specific actions for the
management

Of natural Habitats and species

Financial agreement on agroenvironnemental

Contracts

FDC 48 

FRCLR



Results of the project

The participative and transversal approach in communication has been 
a success

due directly or indirectly by the project actions, almost all of the court 
complaints have been removed

Objectives are achieved in terms of implication of the hunters 
organisations in the Natura 2000 project

Second phase of project concentrating in the involvement of the hunters 
organization in the management process (agri - environmental
measures, subscribing to Natura 2000 contracts etc.)



Conclusions

However, at this stage, hunters  and wild life users on the field have not 
yet "adopted NATURA 2000" in the most effective way ! 

Many local people and hunters are still worried about restrictions and
constraints

Still today, the network is not seen as an opportunity or a tool for the 
development and sustainable management of rural heritage, by the
majority of local hunters



Conclusions 

If the administration and public bodies want hunters and anglers as 
partners to promote the Natura 2000 network 

- With the hunting organisations 

• Changing mentalities and perceptions on the field is a long journey ! 

• As professionals working in the field of hunting, we need to promote the
sustainable development concept …

• We must initiate and lead some Natura 2000 conservation projects and
involve the hunters in the management process



Conclusions

- With the State bodies and local administrations
• Need for a more proactive,  favourable or at least neutral position towards

hunting

- With the conservation NGOs which are drafting the
management plans, must change their point of views

• sustainable hunting or use of wildlife is not incompatible with
conservation objectives !

•Need for  information and awareness raising campaigns against
misunderstanding and mutual suspicion in the hunting and environmentalist

press !

• Message could be that hunting and hunters are not a problem but are 
part of the solution !



Thank you very much for your attention …


