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� The classified areas 

(Portuguese + Natura 2000)

occupy 21,7% of the Continental 

territory;

� Portugal is also one of the 

richest areas in the European 

territory concerning its 

biodiversity (natural habitats, 

fauna and flora); 

� The majority of these classified 

areas is private property.

NATURA 2000 in PortugalNATURA 2000 in Portugal



HABITAT 6310 – Quercus spp. Stands of Perennial Leaf

HABITAT 9330 – Quercus suber Forests

But, why are they such a special Natura 2000 
habitats?



Cork  - Forest in a Bottle
(BBC2 – Natural World documentary) 

Introducing cork forests

�
Detail of the door of one of the 

chapels of the Arrábida Monastery, 
built in the 16th century,  covered 

with cork



Cork oak forest - how does it Works?

Multiple-use low intensity system
(forest + agriculture + grass lands + biodiversity)
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Cork Oak Forests play a key role in ecological 
processes, such as water retention, soil 

conservation or carbon storage – environmental 
services with non-market value (externalities)



Source: Aïn Draham Cork Forest, Tunisia, June 2005 (I procor)

Cork oak forests protect the soil being an effectiv e 
barrier against desertification affecting a large p art 

of the Mediterranean regions



Cork Oak Forests provide rural populations with 
work, helping to settle people in areas where the 
population density is falling to a dangerous low



A managed forest with human presence is the best 
protection against forest fires



Cork oak forests have one of the highest levels of 
biodiversity among forest habitat



Iberian lynx 
• most endangered cat in the 

world
• only an estimated 100 left
• cork oak landscapes are 

one of their habitats

Cork oak forests provide habitat for endangered 
species



Iberian Imperial eagle
• one of world’s 4 most

endangered birds of prey
• inhabitants of cork oak 

landscapes 
• only 150 breeding pairs left

Sources:  www.zoovalencia.com/images/lince/EsperanzaFer www.pbase.com/ocean7/image/45045872

Cork oak forests provide habitat for endangered 
species



Countless millions of migratory birds from northern Europe, 
including virtually the entire common-crane population, birds of 
prey, thrushes and finches shelter in cork oak landscapes in the 
Mediterranean. Not to mention colourful summer visitors like bee-
eaters, hoopoes and rollers. 



Plant diversity can reach 135 species every square 
meter; many have aromatic, culinary, or medicinal 

value



Cork  - Forest in a Bottle
(BBC2 – Natural World documentary) 

Why does it works?



The use of cork for wine bottle stoppers is vital i n 
maintaining the economic value of cork, the 

sustainability of cork oak forests and their high l evel 
of biodiversity



What have we done so 
far?

Preserved these habitats for 
centuries;

Adapt to globalization trends 
and farm intensification, 

choosing to maintain a low 
intensity management; 

Promote forest certification 
(on going process);

Achieved, as an industry, 
high levels of quality and 

ensure new product 
development.



� Project LIFE Nature – Natura 2000 from Península de Se túbal/Sado

� Project LIFE Nature – Montados do Sítio de Cabeção: Ma nagement of 
Habitats and Species 

� Demonstration Network for the Protection of Natural  Forest Systems 
from Setúbal Region



Increasing use of soil and water conservation techn iques 



Specific areas without intervention



Selective intervention in natural vegetation, with previous 

identification of the protected plants



Improving and promoting natural regeneration



Regeneration needs a long time for settling (» 10 ye ars)



Things not to do in Natura 2000 – practical bad 
policy examples from Portugal

Administrative burdens 

• Management plan with administrative cost

Rural Development Regulation

• agri-environment schemes only for some Natura 2000 
areas

• agri-environment schemes with insufficient funding for 
the objective 

• 3 years (2007-2008-2009) waiting for one single pro ject 
approved (we are still waiting…… )



What are we fighting for?

Fair information to 
consumer/market 

Recognition of the European 
importance of the cork 
industry:

� the majority of the cork 
forest area is in the EU

� the EU is, through cork, 
the world leader in the 
wine stoppers sector

Economic rewarding of the 
ecosystem goods and 
services



Detail of a plastic stopper with an abusive 
inscription with reference to cork that says “ This 
cork ensures your wine is perfectly preserved ”



What do we need?

Support of some important 
initiatives on:

� Wine labelling

� Promotion of non wood 
forest products (NWFP)

� Promotion of Natura
2000/Biodiversity products

� People & Biodiversity 
Initiative

� Effective rewarding of 
environmental services



The cork oak forests are one of the best examples 
on how a consumer’s choice, through an informed 

purchasing decision, can contribute to support high  
biodiversity levels and sustainable economic 

activities



WHEN YOU DRINK WINE, PLEASE...
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THANK YOU
geral@unac.pt
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Special thanks to BBC TWO that allowed us to show t he documentary 
“Cork – Forest in a Bottle”


