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Sustainable Hunting Initiative

• Compatibility of hunting with the Birds Directive

• Preserving wild birds and their habitats

• Dialogue between key stakeholders

• Ten proposed measures
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Measures

• Legal and technical understanding of the Birds Directive’s provisions on 
hunting 

• Monitoring and assessment of conservation of huntable species
• Development of management plans for Annex II species considered to 

be in an unfavourable conservation status (Annex II/II species)
• Collection of harvesting data
• Assessment of the impact of hunting and disturbance 
• Promoting measures for conservation of habitats in the wider 

countryside
• Implementation of hunting legislation
• Implementation of Natura 2000
• Development of awareness and training programmes for hunters
• Development of a charter of sustainable hunting
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Background of the assessment

• Focus on ten measures of 
Sustainable Hunting 
Initiative

• European, national and 
regional/local level

• Overview of response 
rates survey:

* Country interviews in Bulgaria, France, Italy and the United Kingdom

7258TOTAL

2510

IUCN members, NGOs, 

research institutions, European 

Parliament Intergroup

External Stakeholders

1822FACE Partners

1718BirdLife International Partners

128Member State Ministries 

Key Stakeholders

Personal 

interviews          

(in countries)*

National Level 

questionnaire
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Recommendations – 1

Acceptance of Working with the Existing Text 
of the Birds Directive, and Improved Legal 

and Technical Interpretation of Provisions of the 
Directive Relating to Hunting

• Guidance Document 

• National Legislation on Hunting

• Use of the Guidance Document and adoption in 

national and regional legislation
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Recommendations – 2

Monitoring and Assessment of the Conservation Status 

of Huntable Bird Species

• Collection of population data

• Consistency across EU Member States

• Financial resources



International Union for Conservation of Nature

Recommendations – 3

Collection and Reporting on Qualitative and Quantitative 
Data on Harvests within all Member States

• Data on harvests across EU Member States

• Independent monitoring

• Standardised collection schemes

• Funding and communication on use of data
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Recommendations – 4

Minimising the Disturbance Effects of Hunting in 
Protected Areas

• Phase out lead shot in wetland areas

• Science-driven dialogue 

• Natura 2000 site management plans

• Communication and exchange of good practices 
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Recommendations – 5

Actively Promoting Positive Measures for Conservation of 
Habitats Throughout the Wider Countryside

• Promotion of habitat management

• Hunting and Rural Development Policy 

• Local biodiversity action plans

• Dissemination of agri-environment funding opportunities 
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Recommendations – 6

Supporting the Completion and Implementation of 
Community Management Plans for Annex II Species with 

an Unfavourable Conservation Status

• Implementation of Species Management Plans

• Methodology for defining conservation status 

• Communication on purpose of Management Plans

• Common approach across EU Member States 



International Union for Conservation of Nature

Recommendations – 7

Encouraging Training and Education Campaigns 
for Hunters as well as 

Initiatives to Control Illegal Hunting Activities

• Need for strengthening of training and education

• Differences across EU Member States 

• Responsibility of key stakeholder groups

• Sharing of good practices 
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Recommendations – 8

Increasing Understanding about the Implementation of 
Hunting Legislation by Competent Authorities

• Differences in implementation across EU Member States

• Mechanisms of operating hunting legislation 

• Enforcement of hunting legislation

• Tools and supportive legislation 
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Recommendations – 9

Raising Awareness about the Importance and Benefits of 
the Birds Directive and the Natura 2000 Network

• Natura 2000 and sustainable hunting management

• Role of communication within EU Member States 

• Demonstration of win-win situations
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Recommendations – 10

Development of a Charter of Sustainable Hunting in the 
Context of Implementation of Birds Directive

• Agreement signed Birdlife International and FACE 

• National level agreements 

• Joint initiatives and guidelines
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Thank you !

Chantal van Ham

European Programme Officer

IUCN - Regional Office for Pan-Europe

chantal.vanham@iucn.org


