European Landowners’ Organization — ELO 67 rue de Treves, 1040 Brussels - Belgium



SIEEIVEISIWASASEECVIIENS
Holistic approach: The landowner is a “resource holder"

Long term perspective : environmental quality of their asset = condition
of the sustainability of their production (private & public services)

The multiple outputs of land management: the 9 “F w ords”
e Food and fibre

 Flora and fauna : habitats and species, biodiversity

 Forest products

» Fixing carbon : sequestration of CO, in soils and trees
 Farm buildings + property

* Fuels: biogas, biomass, biofuels
 Fun: tourism, culture, heritage, recreation
 Farmed landscapes

 Flood protection +water management ffiltration and storage
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Importance of maintenance/ development of rural act ivities:

« Mankind made the environment we know today. Day to day
work produced the rich EU landscapes & biodiversity

 Rural activities, when well managed benefit biodiversity
agriculture, forestry, hunting, fishing, outside activities...

e Local activities vs. globalisation

Money spent on rural development remains locally and
enables the creation of new activities (leverage ), eco-efficient
new technologies ( biomass, wind farm...).
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Netitifel 2000 Exgeaiciijen)s

Current situation:

Now Biodiversity is not only a by-product of
other rural activities. Biodiversity Is a product of
good management: a public good and service
provided by landowners
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On a day to day basis:

Natura 2000 designations is a recognition of
_andowners’ good management

_and Users are living with environmental
egislations on the field (N2K + bulk of
environmental legislation, in N2K sites and wider
countryside)
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NATFURA 2000 sjte fplzifleiej2mlerr

» responsibility of the Member States

. no ‘strict Nature Reserves’ where human activities a re excluded
(synergy man-nature)

« emphasis on Sustainable Management (ecologically, economically
and socially, man & biodiversity)

Phase 1 not tailor-made for land managers Phase 2 - clear contribution of
land managers

useful tools: incentives, contracts, management plans...

late mowing, corncrakes friendly mowing;

lakes/ponds management changes (delayed cleaning et ¢)

sheep grazing contracts, non deep tillage to protec  t hamsters nests,
compensations for damages from bears & other specie S etc
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NATFYURA 2000 sita gricipleieje el

No “ready to apply” model

Site by site approach

Participatory approach

Favours bottom up approach

Favours common vision for the territory

Need to move close to a Pillar Il contract
mechanism
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VieNEGEERNNHENS

- Gaining trust and confidence is fundamental for
people’s private land and livelihoods.

- Importance of a clear framework for action

- Needs to preserve biodiversity when making the
cost of it to be met by the incomes of management
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 Financing the network
CAP reform ?

Financing Natura 2000
« Set up a framework for implementation

N2K can be difficult to implement but when over complications are avoided
= profitable for biodiversity

e Facing new challenges related to food and
environmental security

= delivery of public goods . Itis important to recognize that public goods
derived from “private land” and that “nature needs management”.
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When Natura 2000 is well understood and
balanced, it is an opportunity for developing

good technigues and improving biodiversity,
landscape, soil, and water.

Good Land management is key to a successful
Natura 2000 network.
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SESIHPIEICUICES

1. Sustainable Forestry
- Cork /Montado example

- lllegal logging
2. Sustainable Hunting (Wildlife Estates Label)

-  Chambord estate

- Herdade da Raposa estate

3. Sustainable Agriculture
- Salins du midi estate & Listel

- Ageris farm
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The example of cork :
economic, social and
environmental benefits
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Cork oak forests have one of the
highest levels of biodiversity
among forest habitats.

Cork Oak Forests play a key role
In ecological processes, such

as water retention, soll
conservation or carbon storage
— environmental services with
non-market value (externalities)

Cork Oak Forests provide rural
populations with work, helping
to settle people in areas where
the population density is falling
to a dangerous low
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Cork oak forest provide habitat for endangered

species

Iberian lynx

* most endangered cat in the world

* only an estimated 100 left

» cork oak landscapes are one of their

habitats

Iberian Imperial eagle
e one of world’s 4 most endangered

birds of prey
 inhabitants of cork oak landscapes

» only 150 breeding pairs left
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Sustainable forestry

New services to be developed by forest managers: ca  rbon sequestration
(carbon sinks/mitigation of climate change), renewa ble energy
production, biodiversity enhancement [SEBI]

Forest landowners support long-term
competitiveness , improving and protecting the
environment , contributing to the quality of life and
the protection of biodiversity on their territories

Intensification and deforestation are not
favoured when they lead to increased pressure
on biodiversity

Importance of issues such as illegal
logging , certification (FLEGT, FSC/PEFC),
biomass/renewable energy production,
forest and water, forest fire...
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Sustainable Hunting

good management and conservation of
Natura 2000 sites

Wildlife estates’ managers and hunters/anglers

deep interest in sustaining wildlife habitats and
sites

They are “solution providers ” for the protection
of biodiversity

However, this needs to be brought to the attention
of society, which too often tends to misunderstand
the vital role of these stakeholders
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1st step: guidelines for each bio-
geographic area taking the formofa
Charter '

a “label” created from these good
practices, criteria and indicators
identified in the selected exemplary
estates. It must be reproducible .

= templates for other estates
aiming at better management and
recognition.
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Chambord estate rance)

LABEL WEI
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Chambord estate
Specific wildlife management
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* Reducing
negative impacts
and adopt
measures to ensure
guiet areas at the
ecosystem level

e Conservation,
restoration and
enhancement at the
landscape level

Chambord Estate
Habitat management

L T
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HERDADE DA RAPOSA estate

Mertola - Portugal
LABEL WEI
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Prey species
promotion

Partridge
Rabbit
Hare

Biodiversity and
protected species
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Vegetation Management

Shrub land — every year (350 hectares are plough eve ry year in

order to control shrub growing. Some plots are left untouched
as wildlife refuges)

Protect NATURA 2000 habitats
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Salins du midi and Listel
EStateS (France)
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Activity area : salt
exploitation (Aigues-
Mortes and Etang de
Berre) + wine production
(Jarras-listel estate)

Common management
administration (French
ministry) + private
company

Conservation of bird
species and management
of habitats of species

Development of
sustainable hunting and
fishing activities
ecotourism
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AgEeris tarm network &

plOdIVersIty
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Ageris Land management

(fields margins, hedges, intercropping..)

Management focuses on :
use of local species
favouring pollinators
favouring neighbouring crops
favouring wildlife

limiting potential positive effect to main pests or weeds
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Biodiversity

-
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Natura 2000 is a good tool for
biodiversity conservation
BUT

We have to be careful of the:

- Reduction of options for
local rural activities within
designated Natura 2000

sites

Tension between top-down
and bottom-up
conservation and
restoration initiatives

- Insufficient funding

To face these challenges,
the role of policy changes

from agriculture/rural
development to
Food and Environmental
Security !

An integrated policy for
an interdependent pair of
challenges
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The vital role of land management in
maintaining Natura 2000 sites, should be
reflected Iin new policies, allowing
managers to integrate farming and
environment to reduce impact and
better deal with environmental,
market and price volatility.

These are complex, but essential balances to be struck.
Policy must be coherent and mutually supportive.
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Conclusions

When implemented properly, the Natura 2000
network coupled with responsible land
management, are the keys to successfully halting
the loss of biodiversity in Europe. They must be
used accordingly in future if

Biodiversity is to be conserved.

European Landowners’ Organization — ELO 67 rue de Treves, 1040 Brussels - Belgium



The European Estate

This book presents a selection of
private properties, who through good
management, actively protect our
cultural, historical and environmental
countryside.

This new edition will be released in
2010, and it outlines the good
management and effort that so many
landowners put into conserving rural
Europe
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Thank you for your
attention !
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